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Thousands chatted
with this Al ‘virtual
girlfriend.’ Then things
got even weirder

By Brian Contreras
Los Angeles Times

Last month, Caryn Marjorie went from a success-
ful but niche social media star to a person of national
interest: the subject of attention-grabbing headlines
and, for many commentators, a template upon which
to project their anxieties about rapidly advancing ar-
tificial intelligence.

The cause of the furor was a partnership Marjorie,
23, had launched with a technology startup promising
to make a personalized AI “clone” of the Scottsdale,
Ariz.-based lifestyle influencer. For a dollar a minute,
fans she might never have otherwise had the time to
meet could instead chat with Marjorie’s digital double.

CarynAl, as the audio chatbot has been dubbed,
is explicitly framed as a romantic companion — one
that aims to “cure loneliness” with software that sup-
posedly incorporates aspects of cognitive behavioral
therapy into its conversations. Marjorie said her fans
have used the program to ask for life advice and role-
play a sunset date to the beach.

Marjorie was at one point tracking her subscriber
growth in tweets about how many new “boyfriends”
she had. “They feel like they’re finally getting to know
me, even though they’re fully aware that it’s an Al,”
she told The Times.

This HAL 9000 version of pillow talk has, predict-
ably, triggered a backlash. Critics branded CarynAI
as alternately demeaning women, enabling antisocial
straight-male behavior or signaling impending soci-
etal collapse. Coming amid a period of uncertainty
about what AI means for jobs, relationships and cul-

Special
Cobb-based Delta Community Credit Union held a ribbon cutting ceremony on July 11 for its new Buckhead-Midtown
branch. From left are Eddie Montgomery, regional branch manager; Suzanne Mitchell, senior vice president of Human
Resources; Hank Halter, CEO; Pam Davis, senior vice president of Branch Delivery & Operations; Jon Perrault, vice presi-
dent of Branch Delivery; Angela Moon, branch manager; and Brian Ragan, manager of Corporate Real Estate.

Credit union holds grand opening
for new Buckhead-Midtown Branch

Staff reports

Cobb-based Delta Community Credit Union held a rib-
bon cutting ceremony on July 11 to celebrate the grand
opening of its new Buckhead-Midtown branch, located
in a shopping center at 1745 Peachtree Street NE, Suite

B in Atlanta.

The credit union closed its previous branch at 8o
Peachtree Place NE to make way for a new high-rise de-
velopment with commercial and retail space.

For more information, visit www.DeltaCommunity-
CU.com.
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Financial

Wy “Plan We” includes having someone invest my assets so that I'm
ot constantly watching the stock market, wondering whew +o buy.

Do you have a "Plan Me"? Our advisers go beyond customizing
your portfolio. We match your investments to the financial plan

we design around you, your goals, and your time horizon.

Learn About Our Integrated Approach to Wealth:

| 678-797-3774 or experts@henssler.com




